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KITCHEN RENOVATION + CULINARY STYLE TIPS

For a young couple who loves to entertain, the dining area of this University City home needed to be open and inviting. A rustic
wood table from Crate & Barrel serves as a focal point in the newly remodeled kitchen. Interior designer Bonnie Bagley-Catlin
mixed in modern elements by pairing the table with metal tub chairs from Cost Plus World Market. The oil finish gives these
seats an aged look that complements the rich textures found throughout the space. For a finishing touch, Bagley-Catlin (Jack-
son Design & Remodeling) accessorized with terra cotta clay pots, also from Crate & Barrel. The faux-grass centerpieces add
a pop of color to the house’s neutral palette. To read more about this kitchen, turn to page 74.

January2012SanDiegoMagazine.com73



» HOME

A RUSTIC-

MODERN
MAKEOVER

Sleek and modern meets
rustic and cozy in this
eco-friendly kitchen remodel
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HE YOUNG OWNERS of this
1970s University City house wanted
to create an open and warm place
where friends and family could gath-
er together and cook. They collected
images of things they were drawn
to: clean lines, simple materials, vaulted ceilings,
distressed textures, and barn siding. The result? A
stunning transformation that turned this nonde-
script, outdated kitchen into a functional, stylish
living space.

Dubbed “rustic modern” by the team at Jackson
Design & Remodeling, the project represents a
growing trend in the design world. “People want
their homes to be cozy,” interior designer Bonnie
Bagley-Catlin said. “They want their woods to be
worn and textured, not all shiny and pristine.”

The first step was creating a floor plan that
worked. Architect Jim Groen expanded the kitchen
into the formal dining area, opening up the sub-
divided layout. “We moved as many walls as we
could that still allowed the roof to be suspended
properly.” Groen also built in faux trusses to high-
light the home’s existing structural elements.
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“People want their homes to be
cozy,” interior designer Bonnie
Bagley-Catlin said. “They want

their woods to be worn and tex-
tured, not all shiny and pristine.”
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Bagley-Catlin mixed modern and rustic elements by blending
woods and metals throughout the space. “I love to see as many col-
ors and textures as the room can handle.”

The kitchen island features a decorative wall treatment made of
hand-hewn, reclaimed wood. The distressed panels by Vintage Tim-
berworks in Temecula are recycled from old barns.

Over the dining table, the team chose an industrial Barn Light Out-
back Warehouse Pendant from Barn Light Electric ($173). The galva-
nized finish added to its appeal. “We wanted a fixture that looked like
it had done its time.” A matching light hangs in the entryway.

Playful elements, such as twig racks (sleekidentity.com), display
the couple’s mug collection. The clients also wanted a kinetic piece
of art for self-expression. The solution? A full-length chalkboard.
Note the hand rendering of their pet, Peanut, an Australian sheep
dog. (To recreate this DIY item, use Rust-Oleum Chalk Board paint.
Tack a frame around it to complete the look.)

The project’s eco-friendly additions include energy-efficient light-
ing, no VOC paint by YOLO Colorhouse (to limit off-gassing), and Ce-
searStone quartz countertops (made of recycled stone left over after
whole slabs are harvested from the ground).

For the flooring, the clients opted for a luxe vinyl plank by Arm-
strong—an ideal choice for homeowners with active pets.

Groen said their overall success came from collaboration. “By hav-
ing everyone under one roof, we created a kitchen remodel that re-
ally changed the way they live.” //KIMBERLY CUNNINGHAM
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