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Smart tech, shared spaces for kin
or roomies, more creature comforts
— top desires in many upcoming
moves or remodels

BY JAMIE GOLD

his year has zoomed by, hasn’t
it? What are you planning for
2019? What role will your home
play in those plans? If you're
looking at a move, remodel,
build or addition, you might want to take
stock of what the experts are seeing when
considering your project or sale.

CONTROL4
A Voice control continues to trend in smart home
features. “Usually it’s used for starting a music
playlist or station, or to simply turn on and off
lights,” says tech expert Shaun Birdsall.
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Kitchens are seeing
colorful updates.
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Here are five pros weighinginon
some ofthe magjor trends happening
now:

« Shaun Birdsall, co-owner of
Oceanside-based home technology
firm Low Volt Automation Technol-
ogies (LVAT);

» Tiffany Finstad, director of
project management with national
builder Pardee Homes’ San Diego
region. The company has nine com-
munities here;

» Stephanie Graham, showroom
manager for Ferguson Bath,
Kitchen & Lighting Gallery in Vista;

« John La Mattery, a San Diego-
based real estate agent with eXp
Realty;

« Tatiana Machado-Rosas, de-
sign department head at San Diego-
bhased Jackson Design and Remod-
eling.

Social trends

The trends you see in your own
life and social circles are widely
reflected in the home buying popu-
lation. “I'm seeing more buyers

looking to add rooms to their exist-
ing homes, looking for space to build
accessory dwelling units (ADUSs), or
homes that have the ability to build
a fulldownstairs living suite to house
theirelderly parents,” says La Mat-
tery. “While more boomers are
downsizing, we are also seeing many
of them contribute to multi-
generational households in ways
that suit both their needs and their
[adult] children’s, such as with
childcare.”

Since ADU laws were liberalized
in California, they have definitely
influenced the housing market. “We
are beginning to see more sellers
advertise the ability to build an ADU
orgranny flat ontheir propertyasa
selling point to their home. I antici-
pate we will continue to see this
more and more as our population
grows and as land becomes scarcer,”
LaMattery predicts. They might
house relatives, hobbies, rental
tenants or Airbnb visitors, but all
increase a property’sliving space
and value. SEE TRENDS <« E3

A Steamisan
increasingly
popular well-
ness feature in
cooking appli-
ances such as
in this 60-inch
dual fuel
steam range
from Ther-
mador.

< According to
real estate
agent John La
Mattery, more
buyers are
looking for
space to build
accessory
dwelling units
to accommo-
date extended
family.
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To save space, consider storing your
favorite pots and pans on a hanging
rack mounted on a ceiling or wall.

KITCHEN
DECLUTTER

Scale down items; look high
and low for unused space

BY NICOLE ANZIA

Some people can live with a messy
home office or a disorganized bedroom
closet, and it doesn’t affect theirlivesin
any fundamental way. But the kitchen is
different. We all have to eat. Ifthe kitchen
is a mess, it can have areal impact on
your lifestyle.

Ifyou're not inspired to cook because
you can’t easily find the tools you need, or
ifyou're convinced you don't have ample
space to prepare a meal, not only will
your emotional and physical health be
affected, but the endless takeout can also
kill your budget.

1 consulted with Katherine DiGio-
vanni of Refine Home Concepts, who
specializes in kitchen organization and
what she calls “kitchen coaching,” to
develop these recommendations for
maximizing your storage space and
making your kitchen work for you.

Take stock and cull the clutter

First, take a complete inventory of
your kitchen. Pull everything out of the
cabinets and drawers and put back
only the items you need and use. Less
is more. Why? There are toolsthat
every kitchen needs, but if you have too
many gadgets and dishes crowding your
cabinets and drawers, it makes accessing
them difficult, which means you'll never
use them. It’sbetter to stick with the
basics and store things so that they're
easy to access.

Instead of having a dozenred and
white wine glasses, 18 water glasses, 4
martini glasses, 6 Champagne flutes and
10 mugs crammed into one cabinet, pare
down your glassware. Store the items
you use daily within reach of the sink and
dishwasher, and donate the extras or
store them elsewhere. Likewise, you
probably don’t need one drawer dedi-
cated to dish towels and another for
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Permeable paving cuts storm runoff,
a source of pollution from oils and
debris that flow into waterways.

POROUS PAVING
CAN SOAK UP
PROBLEMATIC
STORM RUNOFF

Lessening water flow helps
prevent waterway pollution

BY KATHERINE ROTH

One driveway at a time, many green-
minded homeowners and communities
are opting for permeable paving options
instead of traditional asphalt.

“It’s much better for the environment
because it helps cut down on storm runoff,
which picks up motor oil and other pollut-
ants, overburdens water treatment facili-
ties, and can ultimately end up in local
waterways,” says Margaret Mayfield, an
architect in Los Osos.

“Along with green roofs and landscap-
ing, it's one more toolinthe tool chest in
terms of cutting down on runoff. It can
also be more beautiful than traditional
asphalt.”

Permeable, or porous, driveways come
in a range of styles, some high-tech and
others decidedly Old School. For patios
and walkways, in addition to driveways,
common permeable optionsinclude:

Grass with tire strips: In dry and mild
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